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CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: WASTEWATER PLANT OPERATOR I/II

DEFINITION 

Under general supervision, to perform skilled work in the operation of all equipment in a wastewater treatment

plant on a n assign ed shift; an d to do rela ted work  as requ ired.   

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS

W astewater Plant Operator I .  This is the entry class in the wastewater plant operation series.  Incumbents work

under the lead direction of a Wastewater Plant Operator II and perform the more routine operation work that does

not requ ire the pos sessio n of an a ppropria te W astewa ter Trea tmen t Plant Op erator C ertificate issu ed by the S tate

of California.  Under this training concept, positions assigned to the class of Wastewater Plant Operator II which

becom e vacan t may rea sonab ly be filled at the W astewa ter Plant O perator I lev el.  

W astewa ter Plant O perator II .  Positions in this class are normally filled by advancement form the lower class of

W astewa ter Plant O perator I, or , when filled fro m the  outside re quire prior w astewa ter plant op eration ex perienc e. 

Appointment to the higher class requires that the employee be performing substantially the full range of duties for

the class and meet the qualification standards for the class.  A Wastewater Plant Operator II works under general

supervis ion an d is ex pec ted to  perform  the entire r ange of p lant opera tion w ork.   W ork in  this c lass  is

distinguished from that of Wastewater Plant Operator I by the greater complexity of the work and by the greater

independence with which an incumbent is expected to operate.

REPORTS TO:  Senior W astewa ter Plant O perator a nd/or W astewa ter Plant O perator III

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Receives general supervision from a Senior Wastewater Plant Operator.  Exercises lead direction over

Wastewater Plant Operator I’s.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES  

Typical duties may include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following:

C Opera te waste water trea tmen t facilities to con trol flow and  proces sing of w astewa ter, sludge  and efflu ent;

monitor gauges, meters, and control panels; observe variation in operating conditions; interpret meter and

gauge  readings ; and test re sults to de termin e proce ssing re quirem ents.  

C Operate valves and gates; start and stop pumps, engines, and electric motors to control and adjust flow and

treatm ent proc esses ; operate  and m aintain boilers  and incine rators; pe rform  routine m aintenan ce work .  

C Collect sa mple s and p erform  routine labo ratory tests a nd ana lyses.  

C Maintain  shift log and  record m eter and  gauge  readings .  

C Assist in the supervision and training of less experienced operators.

C Contro l, monitor  and ope rate was tewater p rocess es and  equipm ent utilizing a Su pervisory C ontrol and  Data

Acquisition System (SCAD A).

C Assist in Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System (SCADA) system development and upgrades.
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QUALIFICATIONS

W astewater Plant Operator I   

Ability to:  

C Learn the principles and practices necessary in the operation of a wastewater treatment plant including the

operation  and m aintenan ce of wa stewate r plant m achiner y.  

C Learn to use tools necessary in making general repairs and adjustments to motors, pumps, and other

equipm ent. 

C Learn to  read m eters an d gaug es corre ctly and to ac t quickly and  com petently.  

C Unde rstand a nd carry o ut oral and  written instru ctions an d to prep are sim ple written re ports.  

C Learn to  collect sam ples and  perform  routine labo ratory tests.  

C W ear a se lf-containe d breath ing appa ratus.  

C W ork ove rtime as  required .  

Experience and Education  

Any combination equivalent to experience and education that could likely provide the required knowledge and

abilities is qualifying.  A typical way to obtain the knowledge and abilities would be:

Education: High sc hool grad uation or s atisfactor y equivalent.

Experience: Six months of full-time experience operating a wastewater treatment plant or completion of

approved math, biology, or chemistry courses totaling six (6) semester units in the wastewater

field.   

W astewa ter Plant O perator II   

In addition to  the qualifica tions for W astewa ter Plant O perator I: 

Know ledge of:   

C Principles and practices necessary in the operation of a wastewater treatment plant including the operation

and m aintenan ce of wa stewate r plant m achiner y.  

C City wastew ater plant o perating p olicies and  proced ures.  

Ability to:

C Use too ls neces sary in m aking g eneral re pairs and  adjustm ents to m otors, pu mps , and othe r equipm ent.  

C Read  mete rs and g auges  correctly an d act quic kly and co mpe tently.  

C Collect sa mple s and p erform  routine labo ratory tests.  

C Perform  all plant opera tions withou t direct sup ervision an d in a safe  man ner.  

C W ear a se lf-containe d breath ing appa ratus.  

C W ork ove rtime as  required .  
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Education and Experience: 

Any com binat ion of  expe rienc e and  educ ation  that w ould lik ely pro vide th e req uired  kno wledge an d abilitie s is

qualifying.  A typica l way to obtain th e know ledge an d abilities wou ld be:  

Education: High sc hool grad uation or s atisfactor y equivalent.

Experience: One yea r of expe rience in the  operation  of a was tewater tre atme nt plant.

MEDICAL CATEGORY:    Group 2

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

Possession of an appropriate, valid class “C” California Motor Vehicle Operator’s License.

Possession of, or ability to obtain by the end of the probationary period (12 months), an appropriate, valid class “B”

California Motor Vehicle Operator’s License.

Possession of a current, valid, Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator Certificate, Grade I or higher, issued by the

State of California (for Wastew ater Plant Operator II level).

Ability to obtain a c urrent, valid, W astewa ter Trea tmen t Plant Op erator-In- Training  Certificate , issued b y the State

of Californ ia (for W astewa ter Plant O perator I lev el) by the end  of the pro bationary p eriod (12  mon ths). 

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: W astewater Plant Operator I

TO: W astewa ter Plant O perator II

TO: W astewa ter Plant O perator III

TO: Senior Wastewater Plant Operator

TO: Wastewater Operations Supervisor


